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Forest Certification in India
19 May 2009, Taj Residency, Kochi

Introduction The Ministry of Environment and Forest recognized
the need to promote forest certification in the
Forest certification is a mechanism for foresountry and constituted a committee to develop
monitoring, tracing and labeling timber, wood anfational forest certification system. The success of
pulp products and non-timber forest products wher@/Ch systems largely depends on its credibility at
the quality of management from environmentalPOth local and global contexts. The office of the
social and economic perspectives is judged againQeVElOPmen_t Commissionor (Handicrafts), Ministry
a series of agreed standards. It is a process thalf Textiles is providing support to secure forest
leads to the issuing of a certificate by an certification for wooden handicrafts sector. Export

independent party, which verifies that an area dfromotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH) has
forest is managed to a defined standard. taken several initatives to promote forest

certification in the country. The Ministry of
Forest certification refers to two separate processésommcrce and Industry has also introduced

viz., forest management unit certification (FMU) argfveral programmes in the country to support wood
chain of custody certification (COC). Forestand fiber industry in the country through Foreign

management certification is a process which!rade Policy and —other schemes. Many state
verifies that an area of forest /plantations fronovernments, including Kerala State have

where the wood, fiber and other non-timber foredfitroduced programmes to promote responsible and
products is extracted is managed to a definecfustainable use of forest products.

standard. COC certification is a process @f trackin

forest products from the certified forest tiatthe po ndia has established strong policy and legal
of sale to ensure that product originated from dramework for forest conservation. The scientific

certified forest. management of forestry in India dates back to
1864. The forest management working plans in
For buyers of forest products, the responsibléndia follow several principles and criteriaevhich ar
sourcing is their adoption of policies andspracticeSaid to be the best in the world. However, forest
that reward suppliers using wood, fiber and othepertification in In_dla is still at an infantasthge
non wood forest products from well-managedherefore the nation has not been able to make use
forests or from recycled products and discouragirsl%;the benefits of forest certification. ®didar, | _
suppliers using it from unknown, illegal or otherwid@@S Secured one FSC Forest Management Unit
controversial sources. There are several Certificate (644 ha of rubber plantations in Tamil
certification schemes in operation of which Forediadu State) and a few COCs mainly by small and
Stewardship Council (FSC) certification is one diedium companies to meet export demand. But the

the most popular and credible certification schemedtuation is likely to change due to the increased
globally. demand for forest certification in the global marke

and the high growth of the Indian economy. The

In order to meet the growing demand for forestmpact of such dem_and on forest based industries
certification in the global market, the Indieg indu @nd growers, particularly those of small and
has to look for certified forests/plantatiamsgo so  Mmedium scale enterprises (SME) in India will be
their raw materials. The increased demand fos€vere unless they secure forest certification. To
forest certification is likely to affect the ieconom @ddress this situation, there is a need to ensure
prospects of many farm forestry/agro-forestry ares&dequate FMU certifications in the country.

in India unless these areas are certified.



In order to promote forest certification, WWF

advocates a “step wise approach” and ha

developed suitable methods and tool kits whic
can be used by the forest and plantatidnnhetwork in more than 100 countries. WWF-ladiafighis network with

managers and traders.

WWEF-India is a partner in implementing a proje
“Sustainable and Responsible Trade Promoted to
Wood Processing SMEs through Forest and -ensuring that the use of renewable naturasés@ustainable
Trade Networks in China, India and Vietnam

with the support of the European Commissi
A major objective of this project in Indialds to bu

capacity among SMEs in wood processing
sectors of Kerala, Rajasthan and Uttar PradestheGFTNs a WWF's initiative to eliminate illegaldoggmgrove the
States in providing certified sustainable forpgpanagement of valuable and threatened forasil#aByd trade links

products to national and international markets

Objectives

The objectives of the consultative meeting are|td:0" more details, pleasewisit.gftn.panda.org

Understand the scope for and limitations o

on. . .
IIlor more details, please wisiv.panda.org

WF is one of the world’s largest and most cexpdridapendent
nservation organizations, with almost 5 uopforiess and a glohal

secretariat at New Delhi

WF's mission is to stop degradation of theeraiaumat’environment and to
uild a future in which humans live in harmoatyreittoy:
-conserving the world’s biological diversity

-promoting the reduction of pollution and e@ssefaption.

For details about WWF-India nationahefficeiwfindia.org

between companies committed to achieving atidgstggmnsible fores
the GFTN creates market conditions that hele toaseorld's forests whj
providing economic and social benefits fondssesisind people that
depend on them. Forest Trade Network —Indiaclved lan 3rd Decembg
2008.
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forest certification in India

Identify suitable approaches to promote
forest certification

Create awareness on credible forest
certification and the benefits to the stake
holders

Build capacity among SME wood processqrs

to provide certified forest products

Target GroupSME wood processors, forest
and plantation managers, farm forestry/agro
forestry growers, timber traders, (including
wooden handicraft exporters), paper and pulp

companies, retailers dealing with wood and ngn
wood forest products, NGOs, R & D institutions, approach to deal with them at regional le@iropean Commission’s

Government, certification bodies, financial
institutions, builders and architects.

Organised hy WWF-India association with
Project Associates and supported by European
Commission

Date and Venu&9" May 2009 ( 9.30 am -

5.30pm) at Hotel Taj Residency, Kochi, Kerglaprogramme adresses both sides:

For more iormation, please cor:
Dr T R Manoharan

Senior Coordinator- Forest Policy and Economics
& Head, GFTN-India, WWF-India Secretariat
172-B, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi-110003
e-maitmanoharan@wwfindia.net

Tel: +91-11-41504787 fax: +91-11-41504779
Mobile: +91- 9350501113

Mr Renjan Mathew Varghese, State Director
WWF Kerala State Office, Vanchiyoor,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala : Tel: 0471-2302264

“The ‘grow first, clean up later’ paradigm is being
increasingly discredited and a SWITCH is needed from
unsustainable to sustainable patterns of
development.”

The EU is committed to helping Asia proteicoitment and to finding a
sustainable future for the region’s growingescdarmvironmental problems (ar
rarely contained within national borders, whicthessEU has developed an|
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Regional Strategy Paper for EU-Asia Coo(20@7e2013) has identified th
environment as a sector in need of major support.

TheSWITCH-Asia Programrasponds to the need for a change from
unsustainable to sustainable patterns of develdmrfermgramme encourage
a cleaner and more energy efficient industrylinafgets small and mediu-
sized enterprises (SMEs) due to their keyenadéopnaent providing local
employment, their high contribution to air apoliuéiten, and their difficultig
making the transition to a more environmemiihgcabelof operation. The

n

Supply sideit promotesew processes and technologasler to make

business production more environmentally sistaihetficie@emand side
it supportsonsumer's behaviour and cHoicsg of goods and services that
are more environmentally friendly.

Overall Programme Objectilie promote economic prosperity and poverty
reduction in Asian countries through susteomahlevigh reduced
environmental impact by industries and consuimessith international
agreements and processes.

GFTN - Switch Asia objective: By 2012, 80I&MES in the wood procesgpi
sectors of China, India and Vietnam are apgilyimabde production
techniques and are providing certified sud@iestybeoducts to national and
international markets.

=




