SECOND STAKEHOLDER 'S WORKSHOP FOR
THE SOUTHERN WESTERN GHATS L ANDSCAPE CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

MUNNAR, 27-28" SEPTEMBER, 2007

BACKGROUND

In 2006, WWF India identified a priority consenatilandscape in the southern western ghats
based on a number of criteria. The Southern We&éiats Landscape (SWGL) is situated south
of the Palakkad Gap and covers an area of appr0R07%&qg. km of undulating terrain including
the highest mountain peak (Anaimudi) of South Inttiapreads across 14 protected areas and 11
Forest Divisions across the states of Kerala amdilldadu and includes a number of other land
uses such as tea and coffee plantations, high tgeiosirism areas as well as important river
systems.

This landscape is home to largest population ogiNilTahr, endemic to the Western Ghats.
Other endangered mammals found in this landscaptharlion-tailed macaque and the clawless
otters. Some of the charismatic megafauna found helude elephants, tigers and gaur. The
landscape comprises of a variety of ecosystemsiging from wet evergreen to dry deciduous
to scrub forests including the unigsieolaecosystem.




KEY THREATS

These threats were identified during the first stetder’'s workshop and over the course of last
year, WWF, along with many partners and stakehsltiass further investigated these to assess
the seriousness and root causes.
Timber smuggling which is particularly driven by the illegal sandaled trade and is
severe in the forests in Marayoor.
Improperly planned infrastructure development which includes unplanned and
uncontrolled growth of tourism related infrastruetun places such as Munnar and
Kodaikanal and the siting of dams such as the gldmthirapally dam which threatens
the last remaining areas of pristine riverine estays.
Forest conversion and fragmentationwhich is a growing threat in this region as large
areas of forest land have been leased to plansati@onversion to tea growing leads to a
loss of forest cover and increasing conflicts wiitdlife.
Unsustainable extraction of forest productsvhich include medicinal plants, aromatics,
and socially important plants extracted from thiesests for commercial and subsistence
purposes. In the absence of adequate regulatiodsuaderstanding of impacts of
extractions, many of these are now endangered wimicturn is threatening to the
livelihood security of many tribal groups who anghly dependent on forest resources
for income.
Human-wildlife conflict as aresult of forest loss, fragmentation and increaginghan
activity in the remaining forest areas. The problamsevere in some parts of the
landscape (elephants, gaur and wild boar beingitdia conflict species).

THE ANALYSIS AND PROGRAMME FRAMEWORK

The overall aim of the SW Ghats conservation pnogne is to ensure the long term ecological
security of this landscape based on multi-stakedrolgharticipation and inter-sectoral
coordination. The ongoing analysis of the threas hesulted in the development of a draft
programme framework which needs to be further dised and validated with stakeholders.

WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES & PROCESS

The primary objective of the workshop is to share avalidate the findings of the field
assessments and the planning framework with kdgektdders. We anticipate that this will lead
to a plan of action that highlights the roles ofi@as organisations in the conservation of the
southern western ghats and can help us collectiintify and mobilize resources for its
implementation.

The workshop will be interactive and participat@myd will consist of presentations and group
discussions. Workshop sessions will last frorff B¥rning until the forenoon of 8September.
This will be followed by an optional field trip t&ravikulam National Park for interested
participants on Z8afternoon.

For further information visivww.wwfindia.org or contact at any of the following addresses

WWF-India secretariat, Southern Western Ghats Landscape Programme
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